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The Star-Spangled Banner

For A Cappella SSAA Choir*

) John Stafford Smith
Francis Scott Key Arranged by CRAIG COURTNEY
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* Also available for TTBB choir (BP1989)
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From the Arranger (b

This arrangement of the National Anthem was borne of necessit irect the Capital
University Chordsmen and they are often asked to sing at ¢ orting events so [

found that we needed something that was short in du and didn’t require
instrumental accompaniment. I also wanted to find a balancedgtween familiarity and the
unexpected. With that in mind, the arrangement is strai rward but also contains

harmonies and counterpoint that are off the beaten trac

In actuality, this is intended as a travel through tim
distant, conjuring images of past strife and victorie
subsequent phrase becomes more impassion: esolute as we move through the
twentieth century. The final phrases are clima®c in nature and represent the future and
the hope that, due to the foundation built %r‘tlme, the country we love will remain
strong and victorious. — Craig Courtney O

he opening phrases should sound
Civil War comes to mind. Each






