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From the Composer &

I first encountered this Howard Thurman text online in January xfter the Christmas
season had ended. Its beautiful lines call us not to merely takeli sights and sounds of
the Christmas celebration, but to respond by doing our part ilg ing toward the “peace
on earth” that we so often sing about. I never set a text to unless it “sings to me”-
that is, it suggests some musical setting to me in which i ernal and internal beauty
might be heightened by being joined to music. For me e texts are best left alone as
poetry; others eventually “sing to me”, but only after the s&ag is coaxed out of them. Once
in a while, though, a text seems to sing right off thédpage, and this poem did just that. I
strove for a simple but elegant a cappella setting @Nould breathe with the flow of the
words and let its beauty shine through. The p&r y be effectively programmed in a
variety of settings, either in the middle of a service 8r concert, or as a closing benediction.
It is also effective either during the Christma on or after it. — Dan Forrest
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Dedicated to Dr. James C. Howell by his church family for 11 years of ministry
as Senior Pastor of Myers Park United Methodist Church, Charlotte, North Carolina.

The Work of Christmas

For SATB Choir, a cappella*

Howard Thurman (1899-1981) DAN@REST
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