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Overture to Ruslan 
and Lyudmila
For 5-8 Octaves of Handbells

arranged by Cathy Moklebust
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Notes	from	the	Arranger

Cathy	Moklebust
September	2025

Ruslan	and	Lyudmila	is	a	five-act	opera	by	Mikhail	Glinka,	composed	between	1837
and	1842.	Based	on	Alexander	Pushkin’s	epic	poem,	it	follows	the	heroic	Kievan	knight
Ruslan’s	quest	to	rescue	his	beloved	and	betrothed	Lyudmila	from	the	evil	sorcerer
Chernomor.	Blending	Russian	folklore,	romance,	and	fantasy,	the	opera	is	best	known
today	for	its	dazzling	overture,	a	staple	in	concert	halls	for	its	speed	and	brilliance.	

The	overture	is	a	whirlwind	of	sparkling	energy.	It	opens	with	a	bold	fanfare,
immediately	launching	into	rapid,	scurrying	passages	that	evoke	excitement	and
urgency.	A	lyrical	theme	follows,	offering	a	brief	moment	of	warmth	before	the	music
races	ahead	again.	The	overture	culminates	in	a	rousing	coda,	making	it	a	favorite
concert	opener	for	its	dizzying	virtuosity	and	unmistakable	Russian	flair.

Begin	rehearsing	Overture	to	Ruslan	and	Lyudmila	at	a	slower	tempo,	gradually
increasing	speed	as	ringers	become	more	comfortable	with	the	running	sixteenth	notes,
chromaticism,	and	rapidly	changing	techniques.	As	the	group	increases	the	tempo,	feel
free	to	substitute/interchange	any	stopped	techniques,	such	as	thumb-damps,	martellato,
and	malleting,	if	necessary	or	desirable.	Notice	that	there	are	many	phrases	that	end	
with	either	a	ring-touch	or	an	eighth	note	followed	by	an	eighth	rest;	please	make	a
difference	between	the	two	techniques.
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Overture	to	Ruslan	and	Lyudmila
For	W illiam	Payn,	David	Harris,	and	V irtuoso	2026

5	octave	choirs	omit	notes	in	<	>.
6	octave	choirs	omit	notes	in	{ 	} .
Mallets	are	required	for	handbells	Bb2	through	B5.

1
Presto	(q	=	ca.	120)

©	Copyright	2026	by	Beckenhorst	Press,	Inc.	All	rights	reserved.

Mikhail	J.	Glinka,	1 804-1857
arr.	Cathy	Moklebust	(ASCAP)
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5,	6,	7,	or	8	octaves
Handbells	used: 	61 ,	(71 ),	(63),	(81 ),	(82)
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