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The	"Rattlin'	Bog"	is	an	Irish	counting	folksong.	If	you	ever	get	a

chance	to	go	to	Ireland,	the	"peat	bog"	that	stretches	across	almost

the	entire	island	is	a	fascinating	adventure!	And	it	really	does

"rattle!".

In	preparing	this	song,	my	recommendation	would	be	to	learn	the

refrains	$rst,	then	search	through	the	voice	parts	and	$nd	each

instance	where	the	refrains	recur.	You	will	notice	that	the	$rst	time

it	happens	it	is	all	in	unison.	The	second	time	the	refrain	occurs,

there	is	a	simple	"upper"	harmony	part.	which	recurs	throughout

the	rest	of	the	song.

NOTE:	All	harmony	parts	are	entirely	optional.	Choirs	who	would

prefer	to	sing	in	unison	may	sing	the	"Melody	Voice"	part

throughout	the	entire	song	and	still	have	a	great	time!

Once	the	refrains	have	been	identi$ed	and	"learned",	move	on	to

introduce	the	verses.	There	are	six	verses.	Verses	1	-	5	are	all	in

unison,	and	they	"accumulate;	adding	a	piece	with	each	repetition.

There	are	lots	of	opportunities	here	for	adding	motions	to	"build"

the	tree,	limb,	branch,	nest	and	so	on.	These	often	help	in

remembering	what	comes	next.

The	$nal	refrain	provides	an	opportunity	to	introduce

"augmentation"	and	"coda".	The	a	capella	refrain	works	to	build

some	excitement,	even	with	the	unison	voices.

In	this	song,	as	with	any	song,	directors	are	encouraged	to	"stage"	or

adapt	in	any	way	necessary	to	help	your	young	singers	make	their

best	sound	and	relish	the	joy	of	singing!

Hi!	Ho!	The	Rattlin'	Bog

Duration	approx.	2:50
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Hi!	Ho!	The	Rattlin’	Bog

©	2022	Indianapolis	Children’s	Choir	-	ICC1008

4-part	Treble	Choir	and	Piano

Also	available	for	2-part	Treble	Choir	and	Piano	(IC1007)

Irish	Cumulative	Folk	Song

arranged	by	Ken	Berg

for	the	2012	Georgia	Music	Educators	Association	Sixth	Grade	Statewide	Honor	Chorus

Copyright	law	requires	customers	to	purchase	as	many	digital	copies	as	will	be	used.

We	depend	on	our	customers’	honesty	to	pay	our	composers	and	keep	producing	music.
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
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


 








 



 
   






  








       































  



































 














-

Hi!

Refrain

Ho! Hi! Ho!

Hi! Ho! The rat tlin’ bog and the

Hi! Ho! Hi! Ho!

Upper

Harmony

Melody

Lower

Harmony


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
 

 



 


  












       



 
   

     
 

  





















































 




































 



















 


















 














- -

- - -

- -

bog in the val ley O! Hi! Ho! Hi! Ho!

bog down in the val ley O! Hi! Ho! The rat tlin’ bog and the

bog in the val ley O! Hi! Ho! Hi! Ho!




56




 
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
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




 

 



 



 
 

 

  















 


























 






  






 


 



 





























































- -

- -

- -

bog down in the val ley O!

bog down in the val ley O!

bog down in the val ley O!







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 



  


  

        







  














 








  

















 








Now

Verse	4

on this branch there was a nest a

64






   




 
    










 

 




















 













  









 








-rare nest a rat tlin’ nest the nest on the branch and the


 
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
    


    


 






 

 

















  









 








branch on the limb and the limb on the tree and the

   
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
   

 

 



 
 












 



































 


 









 










 








- -tree in the bog and the bog down in the val ley O!

 

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


 




  


  



 









 

 












































 

















 








	leggiero

	leggiero

Now

Verse	5

in this nest there was an egg a

76
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



 
    




























































 



  







 








-rare egg a rat tlin’ egg the egg on the nest and the


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
    


    


































  







  







 








nest on the branch and the branch on the limb and the

   
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
    


   

 

 
































































  








  










 























limb on the tree and the tree in the bog and the bog down in the

   

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


 

 








 


 








 






 




   



 

 
 






















 





   



 

 
 



 




  









 














- -

- -

- -

val ley O!

Always	make	sure	the	melody	voice	is	audible	and	soft	is	energetic!

Hi!

Refrain

Ho!

val ley O! Hi! Ho! The

val ley O! Hi! Ho!

Upper

Harmony

Melody

Lower

Harmony



88

11Hi!	Ho!	The	Rattlin’	Bog

ICC1008

Prev
iew

 C
op

y







 

 
 



 


  






    

       





       
 



 




















 

  



 

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

  






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

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







 














- -

- - -

- -

Hi! Ho! bog in the val ley O! Hi! Ho!

rat tlin’ bog and thebog down in the val ley O! Hi! Ho! The

Hi! Ho! bog in the val ley O! Hi! Ho!



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


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


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


 




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
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


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







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
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



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



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

  


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
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




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

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
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


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











- -

- - -

- -

Hi! Ho! bog down in the val ley O!

rat tlin’ bog and the bog down in the val ley O!

Hi! Ho! bog down in the val ley O!
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






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
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
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più	

più	

Now

Verse	6

in this egg there

Now in this egg there

Now in this egg there
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-

-

-
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