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Leeann Starkey is a dedicated music educator, conductor,
and composer with a passion for enriching children's lives
through music.

Leeann has conducted with the Indianapolis Children’s
Choir for over a decade and is a sought-after guest
clinician at choral festivals and honor choirs across the
Midwest. She also serves as the ICC Curriculum Manager
and Co-Editor of the ICC Publishing House.
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] Children’s Choir (ICC) and Beckenhorst Press are proud to collaborate
the Indianapolis Children’s Choir Publishing House (ICCPH), established in 2022,
Beckenhorst exclusively distributing and selling ICCPH’s diverse repertoire,
onal materials, and books. Under the leadership of Executive Artistic Director &
®oshua Pedde and Curriculum Manager & Editor Leeann Starkey, ICC’s publishing
arm offers digital choral music, educational resources, and books for choirs of all ages, levels,
genres, and voicings. These publications can be viewed and purchased on their dedicated
pfz}ge on the Beckenhorst website, accessible by clicking the “ICC” logo in the top left corner
of the site.
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Performance Notes

My original intention for the "America the Beautiful" section of this song was for the choir to
sing the melody on a neutral syllable (such as "00") as several of the quotes would be read aloud
to the audience. Knowing this may not work for every ensemble, here are several ways this
section could also be performed:

- America could be sung on a neutral syllable or hummed as the quotes are read

- America could be sung by the choir (as seen in the octavo with the song's original text)
- America could be sung by both the audience and the choir together for a partic
experience

- The melody of America could be played by an instrument while quotes are b
singers

- Some of the quotes below could be read as an introduction to the song

- A combination of the above - the choir could sing a neutral syllable while g
repeat the section and sing the text

Please note that the section could be repeated as desired in order to gi, WLe Lo read the
quotes you want to use below. If you choose to sing the America thq | texXt@feel free to
change the dynamics of the section as you wish.

I encourage you to discover more quotes about veteran
spoke these words:

[this ground]...The world
forget what they did here.”

“The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have
will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it ca
—Abraham Lincoln

"Our nation owes a debt to its fallen heroes th ca@never fully repay. But we can honor their
sacrifice, and we must.”

—Barack Obama

“The highest obligation and privileg nshis that of bearing arms for one’s country.”
—George S. Patton Jr. ‘

“Our debt to the heroic men a in the service of our country can never be repaid.
They have earned our undyi

—Harry S. Truman

e else the price of freedom, for they’ve suffered the scars of
ibute than to protect what they have won for us.”

“Veterans know better th
war. We can offer t
—Ronald Reagan

“This will rep@in a f the Free only so long as it is the Home of the Brave.”
—Elne

all others prays for peace, for it is the soldier who must suffer and bear the

#Wwounds ald scars of war.”
8s MacArthur

“We ré@ember those who were called upon to give all a person can give, and we remember those
who wer@bprepared to make that sacrifice if it were demanded of them in the line of duty...Most
of all, we remember the devotion and gallantry with which all of them ennobled their nation as
they became champions of a noble cause.”

— Ronald Reagan



also available: SA and Piano with Optional Snare Drum (ICC1065)

America, Our Home

SATB and Piano with Optional Snare Drum

"America the Beautiful"

Samual A. Ward and Katharine Lee Bates

Original Music and Lyrics
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6 America, Our Home
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America, Our Home 13
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America, Our Home
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Snare Drum

America, Our Home

Leeann Starkey
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